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How to Make a Norndoll - Posted Saturday, 13th November 2010 by Don 

Have you ever wanted a Norndoll but didn't manage to spot those Limited Edition Creatures 

games when they first hit the shops? Well here is your chance to make your own Norn! 

Introduction   

 

Back in July I began wondering how difficult it 

might be to make a Norn, so I bought a pack of felt 

and some supplies, and seven attempts on I think I 

have got fairly close.  

 

Having not made a plush toy before and not being 

willing to take any of my dear Norns apart, I had to 

estimate what I thought the pattern for each body 

part might look like.  

 

 

Several people have tried their hand at making their own Norndolls in the past and there are 

various possible techniques for each part of the design, but this was the method I developed 

when designing my own Norn template.  

 

Requirements  

 

  

 

 

 

 

You will need: 

¶ Long and Short Sewing Needle 

¶ Sewing Pencils (light and dark) 

¶ Small Fabric Scissors 

¶ 1x A4 Coloured Body Felt (e.g. 

green) 

¶ 1/3x A4 Pink Tummy Felt 

¶ Scraps of both Black and White Felt 

(eyes) 

¶ Cotton in Black, Pink and Body 

Colour (e.g. green) 

¶ 2x the A4 Templates Printed on Paper 

¶ Paper Glue or Double Sided Tape 

¶ Superglue (for the eyes) 

¶ Cardboard (2x A4 Sheets) 

¶ Triangular Pink Nose 

¶ Plastic Weighting Beads 

¶ Supersoft Toy Filling 
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Instructions 
 

1. Preparation  

 

  

 

The first stage is to print two copies of both A4 sheets (both the body and tummy pages) of the 

template pattern, making sure they are printed as 'borderless' which means without any extra 

margins added. Check the body-and-tail template piece should be 11cm or 4.25 inches tall.  

 

From the two copies you need to print of both pages, the first copy can be used as a reference 

while the second copy can be glued or taped to the cardboard and cut out exactly to make the 

template pieces. I marked the templates with green (body felt), pink (pink felt), black (eye 

pupils) or clear (eye whites) ink to keep the four colour sets separate.  

 

  

 

After some hunting I managed to find the actual Norn noses, but any pink plastic triangular (or 

even heart shaped) toy nose of 15mm diameter should do. The noses I purchased can be found at 

glasseyesonline.com, but your local craft store may have them too.  

 

http://glasseyesonline.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=96_102&products_id=321
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The body padding can be any suitable stuffing, ideally combined with plastic weighting beads in 

the tummy for the bean bag texture. The beads should be around 3-4mm in size and solid so they 

do not wear with time.  

 

  

 

Finally, for the choice of felt, 1mm thin felt works best; the 2mm thick felt I used did not give 

such a good flimsy shape but it did allow my Norns to stand up. The felt sheets should also be 

slightly larger than A4 if possible give better margins round the template pieces, ideally 9x12 

inch felt sheets.  

 

  

 

Once you have all the materials, the first stage is to lay out the design sheets and felt on a flat 

surface ready to start work.  
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1.1 Stitching  

 

  

 

All sewing is done with the sides of the felt you have drawn on on the outside, so when 

everything is turned in the right way all the markings and stitches will be hidden inside the 

Norn.  

 

  

 

I use small back-stitch when sewing for extra hold, but you can use whichever stitch you prefer.  

 

 

2. Marking the Template  

 

  

 

The reason for keeping a paper copy of the template is so you can refer to the layout on the 

design sheets as you place the template pieces on the felt, ensuring they will all fit on one sheet.  

 

  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Backstitch
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In order to mark the outline of each template piece on the felt you will need to use a suitable 

fabric pencil. The white pencil in a pack is good for the darker colours, and the blue or pink 

pencils are best for lighter felts.  

 

Some people may decide to make thin template pieces and pin them to the felt instead of 

drawing round the shapes, but the choice here is yours.  

 

  

 

You can move each template out the way once you have drawn round it to make sure you mark 

every piece on the felt. Allow as much space as possible round each piece, so you have a nice 

margin when you cut them out in a minute.  

 

 

3. Cutting out the Felt  
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Once you have marked out the pieces on the body felt (e.g. green) and the pink felt, and the eyes 

onto the black and white felt scraps, you can start to cut out the pieces.. BUT..  

 

  

 

You will need to cut at least 5mm to 1cm margin outside of the edge of all pieces that you have 

drawn onto the felt (except for the eyes) since you will be sewing *along* the lines when you 

stitch the parts together.  

 

 

4. Organise Felt Parts  

 

  

 

Next I like to group the pieces to keep track 

of my progress as I work: 

¶ 4x green ear 

¶ 4x green head 

¶ 2x green body sides with 2x green 

inner thighs 

¶ 4x green arm with 4x pink hand 

¶ 4x green feet 

¶ 2x pink tummy 

¶ 3x pink mouth 
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5. Body Back  

 

  

 

The first two parts to sew together are the body back and head, as shown with the colours in the 

image above.  

 

  

 

   

 

For the body back you need to sew the two body pieces together along the back, from the top of 

the neck, (past the tail) down to the *corner* between the base of the tail and the 'top' of the leg.  
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6. Top of Head  

 

  

 

 

To assemble the head: 

¶ Sew the two 'Head Front' pieces 

together along the edge with 'Center 

Front' marked on. See the green line 

above. 

¶ Then sew the two larger 'Head Back' 

pieces together along the edge with 

'Center Back' marked on. See the 

orange line. 

¶ Finally, stitch the joined front side to 

the joined back. See the pink and 

purple lines. Ensure all four 'Top' 

marked corners meet:  

 

 

 

Once all four pieces of the top of the head are sewn together it will look like this:  
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7. Tummy  

 

  

 

  

 

The next stage is to sew the two pink tummy pieces together (shown by the green Norn). Stitch 

along the 'Tummy Middle' line from the neck, along the tummy bump to the tip of the tail at the 

bottom. (We will attach this to the body in a minute.)  
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8. Muzzle and Chin of Head  

 

  

 

You might now wish to make up the mouth. For this you will need the larger pink chin part of 

the muzzle (mouth), and the two halves of the upper lip, (held by the brown Norn).  

 

   

You can begin by sewing together the two smaller upper lip parts (marked by the green line in 

the picture above), ensuring the edges marked 'Head' are at the top and the 'Mouth' edges are at 

the bottom.  

 

Once done, you can sew the bottom 'Mouth' edge of the (now joined) upper lip to the *curved* 

'Mouth' edge of the pink chin, shown by the dark purple lines.  

 

  

With the top of the head and the muzzle both 

assembled, the head is nearly complete. 


